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On May 6, Ramon Martinez, spokesperson for the Panama Canal Labor Defense Movement, said
1,000 transit cable operators who assist ships passing through the canal were considering launching
a strike to obtain pay and working conditions equity with US counterparts. According to Martinez,
Panamanian workers were being subjected to racial discrimination in matters of pay and promotion.
He added that such inequities apply to several divisions of the Panama Canal Commission.
Martinez said the Panamanian workers have rejected a request by management to work 10, instead
of eight, hours a day, in exchange for three days, instead of two days, off each week. About 1,000
ships, flying the flags of at least three dozen countries, pass through the canal every month. A strike
by the transit cable operators would paralyze traffic. US federal law, which applies to Panama
Canal Commission operations, prohibits strikes and work stoppages that affect the international
waterway. Consequently, if the workers go on strike they could be summarily dismissed. Leaders
of Panamanian political, professional and trade union organizations have reported more than
100 violations of the 1977 Torrijos-Carter panama canal treaty, which establishes a time-table for
the end of US administration. At present, the Canal is administered the u.s. administration of the
canal. at present, the canal is administered by a joint commission made up of five u.s. citizens and
four panamanians. the commission is subordinated to the u.s. defense department. in terms of the
torrijos-carter treaty, panama will take over the administration of the canal on dec. 31, 1999. (Basic
data from Inter Press Service, Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias- Spanish news service EFE,
05/06/92)
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